

ADOPTED 9/11/12


Introduced by Council Member Holt: 

RESOLUTION 2012-535-A
A RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING AND SUPPORTING FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES OF NORTH FLORIDA FOR THE OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE OF ITS SUCCESSFUL CHILD WELFARE PROGRAMS IN 2012; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, on August 17, 2012, statewide adoption data was released by the Department of Children and Families showing that Family Support Services of North Florida (FSS) is ranked first in the state for adoptions of foster children in fiscal year 2011-12, having successfully placed 318 foster children in permanent homes through adoption who will benefit for the rest of their lives from the stability and nurturing of a loving adoptive family; and


WHEREAS, FSS continues to hold the state record for the highest number of foster children adopted in a year, having placed 546 foster children in adoptive homes in FY07-08, equating to nearly 19 percent of the total number of foster children adopted in Florida that year being adopted through FSS; and


WHEREAS, for 10 years Family Support Services of North Florida has successfully protected children in our community who have been or are at risk for abuse and/or neglect; has strengthened local families; has improved child welfare exponentially while ensuring child safety; has strengthened medical, mental health and dental care for children in foster care; has developed a thorough Quality Assurance Program to ensure the best quality of care for our children, including the development of a quality rating system that established standards beyond the state requirements for group homes, and provides enrichment programs and events to bring normalcy and enlightenment to children in care; and 


WHEREAS, since FY05-06, FSS has increased the number of local families and children served through family preservation programs by 63 percent, thereby helping to stabilize the families and enabling them to be self-sufficient and preventing children from entering foster care; and


WHEREAS, Family Support Services has provided valuable programs and services in the local PRINCE and Schell-Sweet neighborhood community centers, including parenting classes, GED preparation classes, Teen Leaders of America, a monthly fatherhood program, food distributions, and a program to bring the best care and best services to Jacksonville’s vulnerable families and children; and

WHEREAS, FSS has been thoroughly engaged in serving and improving our community and has established strong, enduring partnerships within the community, including with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, Children’s Medical Services, United Way of Northeast Florida, First Coast YMCA, Edward Waters College, University of North Florida, Jacksonville University, Florida State College at Jacksonville, Florida Blue, JEA, Vistakon, Junior League of Jacksonville, Rotary Club of Arlington/Fort Caroline, Rotaract Jax (Young Rotarians), and a multitude of local non-profit organizations; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville is fully supportive of Family Support Services of North Florida as the community-based care agency providing local foster care, adoption and family preservation services in Duval County; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby congratulates and supports the efforts by Family Support Services of North Florida to continue serving this community with its successful, innovative and highly regarded child welfare operations that ensure child safety, ongoing improvements to child welfare, and a remarkable community focus and involvement.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman______
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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